MUSIC IN RELATION TO CULTURE

Certainly, the culture of a particular musician aaffuence the kind of music he/she
produces. Atthe same time, a piece of music neagoinsidered asrarrative. The
objective of this project will be to help you detene what forces may have been at work
when John Coltrane wrote “Giant Steps”.

Define the following terms as they may be undemta® cultural forces shaping a
particular piece of music:

SOCIAL

POLITICAL

RELIGIOUS

ECONOMIC

Define the term NARRATIVEand give two examples of how a piece of music can
function in this way for a particular culture orrjoal in time.

Select two of the cultural forces you have defin@tiey should be two that you feel you
have the best understanding of and will be ablegearch well. Circle your choices.

The next part of this project will be to do som&bresearch into the culture that existed

when John Coltrane wrote this piece of music. ¥uwst find at least two sources to help
you further investigate this topic. To help getigtarted, | will tell you that he was

living in New York City when he wrote this piecedathat he completed and recorded the
piece in 1959 when he was playing with the MilesviB&uintet.

Use the following pages to organize your research...



RESEARCH ON CULTURAL CONTEXT OF “GIANT STEPS”

Do a proper bibliography in MLA format for your $irsource:

1% Chosen Cultural Force

Specific facts about this force (by page):

2"% Chosen Cultural Force

Specific facts about this force (by page):



Do a proper bibliography in MLA format for your sex source:

15! Chosen Cultural Force:

Specific facts about this force (by page):

2"% Chosen Cultural Force:

Specific facts about this force (by page):



MUSIC AND CULTURE INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

Now that you are more knowledgeable about the rllforces at work when John
Coltrane composed this piece of music, you aregregpto investigate your own musical
culture and the culture of another musician witfoar community.

Using a highlighter, go through and highlight thesnimportant facts that you believe
could have possibly influenced the way Coltranetevtbis music. After reviewing those
facts, formulate ten questions that you could aeklger musician (living today in your
community) that would help you understand the ‘ot forces” at work in the present.

For example, if one of the facts you research gtttat Coltrane was living in economic
disparity at the time he wrote “Giant Steps” thequastion you could formulate based on
this would be, “Do you find that being a musiciarekpensive? How did you manage to
acquire your equipment? Do you think you wouldf@en differently if you had the
resources to acquire better/different instrumenegoipment?”

Write the questions below:

1.

2.

10.



SELF-INTERVIEW

Now, ask yourself these questions and answer tlearagtly. Try to see if you can figure
out the ways in which your own culture influencesiymusic making experiences.

You do not need to retype your questions, justenydur answers in the spaces provided
below.

1.

10.



